
REGISTRATION

WOMEN IN ENERGY

TECH AND SUSTAINABILITY - NEW YORK STATE

SECURING DATA FOR AI ENABLEMENT

BEYOND THE TRANSITION: HOW AMERICA’S LIQUID FUEL INDUSTRY QUIETLY REINVENTED ITSELF

POWER ENGINEERING EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE WORKSHOP

ADVANCED ENERGY RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY CENTER (AERTC) RESEARCH INSIGHTS

GETTING TO FIRST OF A KIND (FOAK) WITH NYSERDA

LUNCH AND PLENARY/KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Keynote  -  Donnell Rehagen, Clean Fuels Alliance America

Innovation Energy Horizon Panel  -  Emilie Leforestier, NewLab  •  Alex Mitchell, LACI  •  Vanessa Chan, University of Pennsylvania  •  Daniella Piper, NYPA  •  Seonghoon Woo, Amogy

OPENING RECEPTION

REGISTRATION AND EXHIBIT FLOOR

BREAKFAST AND PLENARY SESSION

New York’s Energy Moment  -  Justin Driscoll, NYPA  •  Doreen Harris, NYSERDA  •  Carrie Meek Gallagher, LIPA

Fireside Chat  -  Dr. Sean Decatur, American Museum of Natural History  •  Shaina Horowitz, The New York Climate Exchange (Moderator)

NETWORKING BREAK
SESSION I: POLICY PATHWAYS AND STATE ENERGY PLANS

Track A Track B Track C

REGISTRATION AND EXHIBIT FLOOR

BREAKFAST AND PLENARY SESSION 

Opening Remarks  -  Bob Catell, AERTC

Utility Roundtable: What Actually Breaks First?  -  Bill Squadron, OurEnergyPolicy  •  Vicki Kuo, Con Edison  •  Carrie Meek Gallagher, LIPA   
Justin Driscoll, NYPA  •  Matthew Satterwhite, National Grid  •  Maria Pope, Portland General Electric

SESSION IV: CROSS TRACKS AND DEEPER DIVE SESSIONS

NETWORKING BREAK 

SESSION V: CROSS TRACKS AND DEEPER DIVE SESSIONS

Track A Track B

DEEPER DIVE: SYSTEM MATH OF THE CLEAN ENERGY TRANSITION

Why timelines slip and systems strain, and where immediate emissions reductions are possible today

What communities need to say yes to clean infrastructure,  
including proven low-carbon fuel pathways

Track D

Where can meaningful emissions reductions be achieved immediately through deployable 
technologies and fuels, while long-term infrastructure transformation continues to develop?

Mark Austin, Chandler Reed Ventures

Mike Richter, Brightcore Energy

Alexander Olesen, Buckstop

Joseph Uglietto, Diversified Energy Specialists

Nicole Pavia, Clean Air Task Force

JC Sandberg, American Clean Power Association

CROSS-TRACK: IS THE GRID READY FOR THE PACE OF CHANGE?

How AI, automation, and digital infrastructure are reshaping planning, operations,  
and cyber risk, and where governance has not caught up.

Eric Davis, Con Edison

Ravi Teja Reddy Mandala, Oracle America Inc.

Jonathon Monken, Converge Strategies

Christine Sloan, National Offshore Wind Research and Development Consortium

Track A Track B

Track E

CROSS-TRACK: FINANCE OR FANTASY?

How utilities, regulators, and investors reconcile growing capital needs with customer 
tolerance and existing rate paradigms as electrification and load growth accelerate.

John Quackenbush, JQ RESOURCES

Mike Rohan, Northwell Health

Jen Hensley, Con Edison

Scott Jennings, PSEG Long Island

NETWORKING BREAK

LUNCH AND PLENARY/KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Keynote  -  Hon. Tim Ryan, Natural Allies for a Clean Energy Future (former Congressman)

Nuclear Power in the US Panel  -  Nick Whitcombe, Coalition for Green Capital (CGC)  •  Joe Hoagland, Oak Ridge National Lab  •  Ellen Ginsberg, Nuclear Energy Institute  •  Paul Glaser, GE Vernova  •  Claire Avett, CORE Power  •  Mikael Fraenkel, Blykalla

Fireside Chat:  The Power of “AND”  -  Kristin Barbato, Build Edison

END OF THE CONFERENCE

ELECTRIFICATION & LOAD GROWTH

EVs, buildings, industrial electrification,  
and system impacts

Key question: What policies will determine 
whether electrification succeeds or stalls?

Carolyn Kissane, NYU - Energy, Climate  
and Sustainability Lab

Rory Christian, NYS Public Service Commission
Kathleen Schmid, NYC Mayor’s Office of  

Climate and Environmental Justice
Carter Strickland, SUNY

Billy Haugland, Haugland Group

GRID MODERNIZATION & RESILIENCE

Automation, storage, sensors,  
and extreme-weather readiness

Key question: What investments will have  
the greatest impact on grid resilience over  

the next decade?

Sarah Salati, National Grid Ventures

Simon Critten, Arup

Courtney Allen, Williams & Allen  
Infrastructure Solutions

Charles Conwell, Novele

CLEAN GENERATION MIX  
& EMERGING FUELS

Offshore wind, solar hybrids, nuclear, firm clean 
resources, hydrogen, renewable gases, and 

renewable liquid fuels

Key question: What combination of  
resources, proven and emerging, gives  

New York the fastest path to lower  
emissions without sacrificing reliability?

Tristan Brown, SUNY ESF - Bioeconomy 
Development Institute

Michael C. Trunzo, Shenker Russo & Clark LLP

Rich Kassel, AJW

Jason Trelewicz, Stony Brook University

Kevin Hennessy, Mainspring Energy

AI, DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
& GRID INTELLIGENCE

AI tools, digital twins, forecasting,  
and data validation

Key question: Which AI applications are ready 
for grid deployment today, and which still need 

more data and governance maturity?

Ahmed Mousa, PSEG NJ

Hendrik Hamann, Brookhaven National  
Laboratory

Christopher Cheng, NYSERDA

Jim Misewich, Brookhaven National  
Laboratory

Yuzhang Lin, NYU Tandon School  
of Engineering

Track F

FINANCE & MARKETS

Capital flows, procurement models,  
and investment signals

Key question: Which regulatory structures 
actually move technologies from pilot to 
commercial scale, versus those that just 

generate interest?

Paul DeCotis, West Monroe Partners, LLC

Scott Shepard, Center for  
Sustainable Energy

Jessica Waldorf, NYS DPS

Layalee Ramahi, United Nations  
Environment Programme Finance  

Initiative (UNEP FI)

Simon Irish, Terrestrial Energy

TECH IN ACTION: DEMONSTRATIONS  
& DEPLOYMENT

Pilots, field results, permitting,  
and scale-up lessons

Key question: What separates a pilot that 
scales from one that quietly disappears?

Michelle Brechtelsbauer, NewLab

D. Evan van Hook, Viridi

Silvia Khurrum, Con Edison

Molly Vitek-Scott, Switched Source

David Arfin, NineDot Energy

RECEPTION

NETWORKING BREAK

Track C

NETWORKING BREAK

NETWORKING BREAK

SESSION III: WORKFORCE AND COMMUNITY IMPACT WITH AN AFFORDABILITY LENS
Track A Track B Track C Track D Track E Track F

ELECTRIFICATION & LOAD GROWTH

Affordability, access, and customer impacts  
of electrification

Key question: What communities need 
 to manage rising load while maintaining  

service equity.

Solomon Caviness, City of Atlanta  
Department of Transportation

Paula Glover, Alliance to Save Energy

Suzanne Brienza, LIPA

Kaela Mainsah, NYPA

William Scherle, Soulful Synergy, LLC

GRID MODERNIZATION & RESILIENCE

Community reliability, service quality,  
and climate readiness

Key question: What climate-driven  
risks mean for vulnerable populations 

and frontline customers, and how 
modernization efforts can improve 

reliability and service quality for  
all communities.

Rosalie Drago, Haugland Group

Adam Zurofsky, Columbia University

Anthony Kinslow II, CEM, Gemini Energy 
Solutions / Stanford University

CLEAN GENERATION MIX  
& EMERGING FUELS

How resource choices affect cost, access,  
public trust, and workforce stability

Key question: What do communities need 
to understand about energy transition 
pathways that balance environmental 
progress, affordability, infrastructure 

practicality, and consumer trust?

Echo Cartwright, Nature Conservancy  
New York

Andrea Bonilla, Vineyard Offshore

Sammy Chu, Edgewise

Kevin Hansen, Orsted

Roger Marran, Energy Kinetics

AI, DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
& GRID INTELLIGENCE

Digital equity, customer transparency,  
and system accessibility

Key question: Where AI can reduce 
outages, improve communication, and 

support affordability programs.

Adnan Chaudhry, Siemens Energy

Betsy Soehren Jones, West Monroe

Robert D’Arienzo, IBM

Ravi Mundhe, Microsoft

Alex Thornton, LF Energy

DEEPER DIVE: COMMUNITY TRUST AS INFRASTRUCTURE

How can energy transition strategies build public trust by combining proven 
infrastructure, scalable renewable fuels, and practical pathways to emissions reduction?

Mikhail Hutton, SecondMuse

Augie Ruckdeschel, Village of Patchogue

Kate Frucher, The Clean Fight

Peter Rose, HydroQuebec

Dan Falcone, Approved Oil

DEEPER DIVE: WHO DECIDES AND HOW FAST?

How decision-making authority across utilities, regulators, markets, 
and communities shapes timelines, where processes create delay or 

misalignment, and what would need to change to move at the pace required.

Kevin Knobloch, Acceleration Energy

Kimberly Harriman, Avangrid

Katie O’Leary-Schweitzer, Parkside Group

Kathy Araujo, Boise State University

FINANCE & MARKETS

Affordability, rate impacts, and  
community benefit pathways

Key question: What financing mechanisms  
can lower costs for underserved or 

disadvantaged communities.

David G. Schieren, SLREX

Jay Jordan, REFORM Alliance

Matthew Aracich, Nassau Suffolk  
Building Trades

Tracey Woods, ML Chizedek

TECH IN ACTION: DEMONSTRATIONS  
& DEPLOYMENT

Community outcomes from  
real-world pilots and deployments

Key question: What deployment lessons 
matter most for building community 

trust and long-term acceptance.

Richard Bourgeois, NYSERDA

Rebecca Grella, Brentwood Union Free 
School District

Andrew Wang, Every Electric

Jonathan Gordon, NJ Economic 
Development Authority

Christopher Cavanagh, National Grid

2026 ADVANCED ENERGY CONFERENCE AGENDA

5 pm
12:00 pm -
6:00 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

1:00 pm - 
4:30 pm

7:00 am -  
7:00 pm

8:30 am

9:45 am

10:15 am 

11:30 am

12:15 pm

SESSION II: INNOVATION, COMMERCIALIZATION, AND FINANCE
Track A Track B Track C Track D Track E Track F

ELECTRIFICATION & LOAD GROWTH

Innovation in electrified buildings, 
transportation, and industrial systems

Key question: How electrification  
technologies move from pilots to  

widespread commercial adoption.

Digaunto Chatterjee, Eversource

Bart Franey, National Grid

Joe Ambrosio, Unique Electric Solutions

David Hammer, PopWheels

Joe Silver, NineDot Energy

GRID MODERNIZATION & RESILIENCE

Emerging technologies advancing automation, 
storage, and grid reliability

Key question: Where commercialization 
pathways can reduce costs and improve  

grid reliability.

Jim Gallagher, Clarkson University Graduate 
School of Engineering

Umair Zia, LIPA

Clément Cid, Mitico

Gabe Cowles, Urban Electric Power

CLEAN GENERATION MIX  
& EMERGING FUELS

Commercial readiness of offshore wind,  
solar hybrids, nuclear, hydrogen,  

and renewable liquid fuels

Key question: How can investment and 
procurement models accelerate next-
generation energy technologies while 

leveraging scalable low-carbon fuel 
solutions that reduce emissions today?

Chris Hanson, White Flint Partners LLC

Alan Chmiel, R.W. Beckett

Devinder Mahajan, Stony Brook University

Nathan King, itselectric

AI, DIGITAL INFRASTRUCTURE  
& GRID INTELLIGENCE

AI, digital twins, and digital platforms  
moving from pilots to operations

Key question: Where digital platforms  
can improve planning, decision-making,  

cyber security, and grid efficiency.

Brandon Owens, NYSERDA

Ali Mohammed, New York Power Authority

Nasser Usman, GridGPT

Daniel Bowman, Rhizome

FINANCE & MARKETS

Capital flows, incentives, and investment  
signals driving technology scale

Key question: How capital flows shape  
which technologies advance from  

concept to commercial scale.

Jamil Wyne, Hazelwood Network

Suzanne Hunt, Generate Upcycle

Ben Margolis, Maryland Energy  
Innovation Accelerator

Donald Chahbazpour, National Grid

Andrew Chang, ActivateNY

TECH IN ACTION: DEMONSTRATIONS  
& DEPLOYMENT

Pilots and field deployments informing 
commercialization and scale-up

Key question: What separates  
technologies that scale from those  

that stall after demonstration.

Kristin Barbato, Build Edison

Luke Mairo, VoltPost

Paul Schwartz, Pine Creative

Anurag Kamal, ElectricFish

Jenifer Shafer, Colorado School  
of Mines

Andrew Gonnella, Progressive Pipeline 
Management

2:30 pm

4:30 pm -  
6:00 pm

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5

4:15 pm

3:45 pm

7:00 am - 
2:30 pm

8:00 am

7:00 am

8:10 am

8:55 am

5:30 pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6

9:30 am 

10:45 am

11:15 am

12:30 pm

1:00 pm

2:45 pm


